 Woman walks
~again after
stem cell jabs

By Sinead Mcintyre

London: A former dancer who
was confined to a wheelchair by
multiple sclerosis (MS) is walk-
ing again after having stem cell
treatment. The muscle-wasting
disease robbed Sue Robson, 42,
an Englishwoman, of the use of
her legs and started to destroy
her eyesight. But hours after
having stem cells from the um-
bilical cords of newborn babies
injected into her body, she stood
up and walked.

On Friday, Robson,
who went to Holland
for the treatment,
gaid: “I couldn’t be-
lieve how quickly I
started to get the
strength and feeling
back into my legs and
arms.... When I was on
my feet, I couldn’t be-
lieve it. I thought I was
dreaming. I'd gone L
from a wheelchair just a shor
time earlier, to walking around
with the help of a frame.”

The mother of four and grand-
mother of five, who was a
dancer in clubs in her youth,
was diagnosed with MS in 1995,
The condition is caused when
the protective sheath around the
nerves becomes damaged by oth-
er cells, scrambling signals be-
tween the brain and the body.

Robson, from Wolverhamp-
ton, became wheelchair-bound,
lost control of her bladder and
her sight began tofade. She said:

,“I felt so bad about being in a
wheelchair that I wanted to give
up and die.” Then she heard of a
Dutch company that runs exper-«

»zon documentary. aiy mai

imental treatments by injecting
stem cells into the body. .
The theory is that the stem
cells rebuild damaged nerve
transmitters. UK experts are
cautious about the treatment,
which is still in its infancy. It has
not been developed for human
testing in Britain. Robson raised
£13,000 for the procedure, pio-
neered at the Advanced Cells
Therapeutic Clinic, Rotterdam.
Nine days ago she received
four injections in her back, at
the base of her spine and in her

Experts are
cautious
about the

treatment as

it's still'in an
experimental
phase

stomach, Within hours, she took
her first steps.

The MS Society is funding
stem cell research in Bristol and
has committed £1 million for a
treatment centre in Cambridge,
A spokesman said the potential
is well recognised, but added:
“Research into stem cells and
MS is still at an early stage. MS
is a very variable condition
which affects people in different
ways. In view of possible rigks,
we believe that great caution is
needed when considering any
unorthodox treatment which
has not been subjected to rigor-
ous trials and review.” Robson’s
story will be told in a BBC Hori-
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